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Notes on the period for which this Standard tak
1. Accreditation is accorded based on graduation years for students, not intake years.

2. Any new provision or any change to any existing provision in the Standard will take

effect on .... and will be effective for all student cohorts from year 1 to year 5.

3. Where programmes require time to adapt to any change, EAC will allow adequate

time for a reasonable transition to take place as justified by the programme.

4. Incontinually improving the Standards, the intention of EAC is to accord the benefits

to all students as soon as practically possible.
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Evaluation Panel - A panel of evaluators appointed by EAC to evaluate an engineering

programme for compliance with accreditation criteria.

Evaluator - A person appointed by EAC

Accreditation

Appeals Board

Graduate Engineer

to evaluate application(s) for approval to conduct a new

engineering degree programme or

to evaluate a programme(s) for accreditation or

to evaluate a continuing/interim accreditation.

any EAC decision.

A Board to consider appeals from an Institution of Higher Learning on

A person registered under Section 18 of the Engineers Act 2011

Professional - A person registered under Section 16(a) of the Engineers Act 2011
Engineer

Faculty/School/ - The entity which is responsible for designing and conducting the
Department programme to be accredited.

Programme - The sequence of structured educational experience undertaken by

students leading to completion, on satisfactory assessment of

performance.

Degree

Bachelor of engineering programme

qualification in Kenya

Course

Stakeholders

Subject offered in the programme.

leading to engineering

Parties having interests (direct or indirect) in the programme output,

for example, employers, sponsors, lecturers and students.

viii | Page



Document Title: Engineering Accreditation Standard

Document Level: Reference No: Revision No.: Page:
Standard EAC/STD/01 01 ix &
Approving Officer: Registrar/CEQ Effective Date: 15T AUGUST,2024 Bt

Academic staff

Student

Graduate

Support staff

External

Examiner/Advisor

Industry Advisory

Panel

Approval

Accredited
Programme

Accreditation with
Interim condition
(Provisional
Accreditation)

Deferred
Accreditation

Declined
Accreditation

Staff responsible for teaching and learning activities in the

programme leading to the award of an engineering degree.
Anyone undertaking an undergraduate programme.
Anyone who has been conferred a degree.

Staff responsible for supporting teaching, learning and administrative

activities in programme implementation.

A person with high academic standing in relevant field and a
professional engineer regjistered by the Board appointed by the IHL to assess

overall academic programme and quality.

A group of professionals from the industry, government sector and/or
regulatory bodies in related fields that excludes academics,

appointed by the IHL for advisory role.

Permission from the relevant authorities to conduct a new

programme.

An engineering programme whose graduates are acceptable for
graduate registration with the EBK. This is accorded to a programme
that satisfies the minimum standard for accreditation set by EAC.

A programme given some conditions to be fulfilled within acertain
period which is shorter than the accorded accreditation period.

This is the status given to a programme observed to have
weaknesses. Such a programme is allowed to provide for corrective
actions within a year from the date of deferment or as determined by
EAC.

This is the status of a programme that fails to meet the minimum
standard for accreditation. In such a case, a further application is
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Cessation/ -
Termination of
Accreditation

not normally considered within the next one year.

EAC reserves the right to cease/terminate the accreditation if there
is non-compliance or breach of accreditation requirements after

accreditation has been given.
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FOREWORD

There is a continuous need to improve the quality of Kenyan Engineering graduates and engineering
works and services to make them competitive regionally and globally. The Engineers Board of Kenya
has had a fervent desire to improve the quality of engineering graduates and has consequently been
pursuing signatory status to the Washington Accord since 2019. The mandate of EBK is to regulate
the practice of Engineering in all aspects and ramifications. At the education level, this is achievable

through the regulation of academic curriculum standards.

As such, EBK's regulatory functions and its accreditation activities are important procedures of
engaging other stakeholders towards improving the process of knowledge acquisition and value-
addition in transforming students admitted into engineering programmes. In the realization of the
above, EBK is determined to be an active participant in the rapid pace of globalization and emerging
technologies, and for all Kenyan engineering graduates to meet the local employers’ and
international job market requirements in the various Engineering sectors. It was in light of this, that
in 2019, EBK kickstarted the process to accede to Washington Accord. Based on this, the Board is
in advanced stages to set up the Engineering Accreditation Committee to coordinate the accession
process and develop the framework for Outcome-Based Education (OBE) in Kenyan Engineering
Programmes. The Committee developed will ratify this standard, which outlines the policy, processes

and criteria of accreditation.

EAC is ready to give the necessary support to all engineering programmes in implementing the OBE
system. Henceforth, during accreditation visits EAC's trained and certified assessors will be expected
to identify evidences of the judicious implementation of OBE accreditation procedure. This will be
utilized to evaluate compliance with the criteria, policies and procedures to assess the state of
compliance as either Full Accreditation, or flag the programme as Limited Accreditation with
deficiencies or Decline Accreditation with weaknesses. This manual seeks to provide detailed
guideline on accreditation based on OBE and the specific attributes such as knowledge, skills and

attitudes, to be acquired by the graduates. It helps engineering programmes to meet the minimum
xi|Page
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standards stipulated in the EBK Benchmark Accreditation Standard (BMAS) for the accreditation of
their existing or newly proposed programmes. Based on the forgoing, | strongly invite you to go
through this standard, understand its contents and engage your colleagues towards analyses and
syntheses that would eventually entrench the culture of high-quality teaching and learning processes
in Kenyan engineering schools and faculties. Under such ethos, programmes would be looking
forward to EBK Accreditation visits to affirm and commend their practices. Finally, EBK remains
extremely grateful to her nominators - Board of Engineers Malaysia (BEM) and Pakistan Engineering
Council (PEC) for their valuable feedback and useful guidance without which, this venture would have

been much more difficult or impossible. We look forward to continuous mutually-beneficial

interactions with all stakeholders.

Eng. Erastus K. Mwongera, CE, FIEK, CBS
Chairman

Engineers Board of Kenya

June 2024
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PREAMBLE

The Engineers Board of Kenya (EBK) is mandated to regulate the practice of Engineering in all aspects
and ramifications. At the education level, EBK determines the academic standards of courses and
accredits programmes to be offered by institutions training Engineering Graduates. The objective has
been to recognize and acknowledge the value added in transforming students admitted into
engineering programmes into capable engineering professionals with sound knowledge of the
fundamentals, an acceptable level of professional skills and personal competence for ready

employability in the national economy.

Today, after almost 60 years of existence (after succeeding Engineering Registration Board, ERB),
EBK is faced with some existential realities that make it necessary to change the paradigm of the
Kenyan engineering education system. Firstly, there is expansion of engineering programmes in
variety and number at various engineering faculties and schools. This makes it necessary for EBK to
strengthen its accreditation system. Secondly, the rapid pace of globalization and emerging
technologies, make it necessary for engineering faculties and schools to meet the requirements of
local employers and international job markets in the Engineering and Technology. EBK needs to take
a leading role in regulating the processes that lead to local and international recognition of
engineering qualifications from higher educational institutions in Kenya. Such mutual recognition is

expected to improve the quality, proficiency and mobility of Kenyan engineers.

This standard has been developed to guide engineering programmes in planning, developing,
implementing, reviewing the OBE system and its continual quality improvements. Such practices
make the EBK accreditation process elaborate, objective and comprehensible. The four key areas

are:

i) Accreditation Policy,
ii) Accreditation Process,

iii) Criteria for Accreditation and

xii|Page
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iv) Template for EBK Self-Assessment Report.

There are also descriptions of the necessary accompanying documents in the annexes.
To meet the requirement of OBE, the accreditation procedures are now based on six basic criteria:

(i) Criterion 1 - Programme Design

(ii) Criterion 2 - Programme Curriculum Content

(iii) Criterion 3 - Faculty Staff Establishment

(iv) Criterion 4 - Institutions Training Facility and Infrastructure
(v) Criterion 5 - Training Duration

(vi) Criterion 6 - Quality Assurance.

During the accreditation visits, EAC's trained assessors will be expected to identify evidences of
substantial compliance with the stipulated criteria. EAC has the final decision on the status of the

programme.

This Standard provides detailed guidelines on OBE based accreditation exercise. It highlights the
specific attributes useful to meet the minimum standards for the accreditation of existing or newly

proposed engineering programmes.

| sincerely appreciate the concerted effort of all those who worked tirelessly to ensure the
achievement of this goal.

Eng. Margaret Ogai, CE

Registrar/CEO
Engineers Board of Kenya

Xiv|Page
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 ENGINEERING ACCREDITATION STANDARD

1.1 Introduction

The Engineers Board of Kenya (EBK) registers graduate, professional, consulting engineers and

consulting engineering firms under the Engineers Act, 2011. The prerequisite for registration as a

graduate engineer is a qualification in engineering recognized by the EBK.

A student undertaking an engineering degree course in Kenya aims to become a Professional
Engineer (PE), a title conferred by section 47 of the Engineers Act 2011. The requirements for

conferment of the title include among other requirements: -

i) Registration as a graduate engineer having received a degree in engineering from a

university recognized by the Board.

i) Obtained practical experience as prescribed under the Act;

A sound and wholesome engineering education forms the foundation of a competent professional
engineer, consequently EBK bears the responsibility of ensuring that the quality of engineering
programmes offered by the universities attains the minimum standard comparable to global practice.

This underscores the importance of accrediting engineering programmes offered at the universities.

The Engineering Accreditation Committee (EAC) is the body delegated by EBK for accreditation of
engineering degrees in accordance with section 9 of the Engineers Act 2011. The EAC is made of
representatives from EBK, The Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK), Association of Consulting
Engineers (ACEK), Council of Engineering Deans & Principals, Ministry of Education, the Kenya
Association of Manufacturers.

This Standard outlines details for accreditation of an engineering programme in Kenya. It serves to

enable universities to meet the minimum standard stipulated for the accreditation of their existing

1|Page
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engineering programmes or newly proposed programmes.

This Standard includes elements of outcomes in the engineering curriculum to ensure a Continual

Quality Improvement (CQI) culture in the spirit of Outcome- Based Education (OBE).

1.2 EBK Vision and Mission

1.2.1 Vision

Safe and sustainable engineering infrastructure.

1.2.2 Mission
To ensure production of globally competitive engineers and quality engineering services through

regulation, capacity building and enforcing compliance with set engineering standards to meet the

current and future needs of society.
1.3 Accreditation Objective

Accreditation is a system by which an academic programme is assessed against specific criteria,
which, if it is found to meet or exceed, becomes certified as accredited. It is a quality control measure

based on the applied criteria which reflect the desired standard to be met.

The Broad objective of accreditation is to ensure that graduates of the accredited engineering

programmes meet the minimum academic requirements for registration as a graduate engineer with

the EBK.

The specific objectives for conducting accreditation are: -

i) To establish the standard of knowledge and skill that are to be attained by persons seeking
to become registered engineers and to review those standards from time to time as

circumstances may permit;

i) To ensure that graduates of engineering programmes accredited by EAC are adequately
2|Page
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i)

vi)

prepared academically and possess the necessary skills to pursue productive and successful

careers as professional engineers;

To help parents, students and the general public to identify engineering programmes offered
in various higher educational institutions that meet the standard of EAC in complying with

accreditation criteria;

To encourage higher educational institutions in Kenya, to improve their training of engineers
through the implementation of Continual Quality Improvement (CQI) which is an important

requirement in Outcome-based Education accreditation system;

To provide standards for upgrading existing engineering programmes and establishment of

new programmes in higher educational institutions in Kenya; and

To formulate from the outcomes of accreditation visitations an industrial training policy which
will form the basis of legislation by the Kenyan Government to ensure meaningful industrial

training of engineering students

Legal Basis

The accreditation of engineering programmes is underpinned in the Engineers Act 2011 and the

Engineers Rules 2019:

i)

ii)

iii)

Section 7(1)(i) and (l) empowers the Board to;

» evaluate other engineering programmes both local and foreign for recognition by the

Board;

= approve and accredit engineering programmes in public and private universities and

other tertiary level educational institutions offering education in engineering;

Section 9 provide for the Board by resolution either generally or in any particular case,
delegate to any committee of the Board or to any member, officer, employee or an agent of

the Board, the exercise of any of the functions or duties of the Board under the Act.
The Fourth Schedule of the Engineers Rules 2019

3|Page
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CHAPTER TWO

2.0 ACCREDITATION POLICY

2.1 Introduction

This section outlines the EAC’s accreditation policy underlying the accreditation process. Accreditation

shall be considered upon a written request from the IHL.

2.2 General Rules on Accreditation

Accreditation applies to an individual programme that leads to a baccalaureate degree. Programmes
will be considered for accreditation if they are offered by an institution of higher learning that is either
a public or a private university with a charter granted by the President of the Republic of Kenya as

per Section 19(1)(a) of the Universities Act, 2012.

For purposes of accreditation, a programme is characterized by a curriculum that is regarded as an
entity by the institution and that can be considered independently. All options in the programme are
examined. Following the principle that a programme is only as strong as its "weakest link," the

programme is accredited only if all options meet the established criteria.

To be accredited a programme must include the word "engineering" in its title and the title must be
properly descriptive of the curriculum content. If a programme, by virtue of its title, becomes subject
to the accreditation requirements for two or more programmes other than the programme named,
the EAC must have evidence that the programme name is appropriate for all students graduating in
the programme regardless of the option taken. Furthermore, the EAC must have evidence that all
options contain a significant amount of the curriculum content.

Any change in the title of an accredited programme requires approval by the EAC for that

programme's continued accreditation.

The institution must verify that the EAC programme curriculum content criteria are met by all

4|Page
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students. The institution must also verify that students have demonstrated competence in the
courses taken to satisfy the criteria. It is the responsibility of each institution to provide an acceptance

definition of competence.

Any significant change in an accredited programme must be reported to the EAC. Any change which
alters the circumstances under which the programme was accredited may necessitate an immediate
assessment. The evaluation of the programme is based on detailed data provided by the institution
and on the collective opinion of the members (of the visiting team, if necessary). The accreditation

decision is made by the EAC based on qualitative and quantitative considerations.

The EAC shall determine the accreditation category of each academic engineering programme.
Accreditation of a programme is granted for a specific term, the maximum being five years.
Institutions shall be required to give one years' notice before the expiry of five years. The accreditation
term shall run from the date of issue of the accreditation certificate. The term of accreditation is
subject to review for cause at any time. The EAC may grant accreditation for less than five years where
the term of accreditation of the programme is intended to coincide with the term of accreditation of

other programmes at the institution or where the EAC considers that there are areas of concern.

The EAC may at any time, audit and review accreditation status of the programmes offered by
engineering training institutions. The EAC may withdraw or discontinue accreditation where an
institution fails to comply with terms of accreditation. An institution whose accreditation has been

withdrawn or discontinued shall no longer refer the programme as being accredited.

Changes in an accredited programme which violate the conditions under which accreditation was
granted by the EAC may lead to an immediate reassessment of the programme and/or termination
of accreditation. Such changes include but are not limited to changes in; Programme design, Student
“admission criteria, faculty establishment, facilities and curriculum. Accreditation is granted if the EAC

judges that, at the time of the decision, the programme meets the published EAC criteria.

5|Page
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2.2.1 The Accreditation Process
Accreditation of engineering programmes is undertaken by the EAC at the request of the IHL. The

EAC's accreditation process will focus on outcomes and the internal systems developed by the IHL to
ensure that the graduates are adequately prepared to enter the engineering profession. The process
also involves determining the effectiveness of the quality assurance systems and procedures that

ensure graduates are adequately prepared to practice engineering.

2.2.2 The Accreditation Cycle
Accreditation is accorded to a programme for a maximum period of Five (5) years per cycle.

Accreditation is accorded on a forward-based full programme cycle basis, specifying the years

following and including the year an approval is given

2.2.3 Programmes
An IHL may offer programme/s via various pathways at the main campus. It is advisable that the

various pathways are disclosed in the degree certificate or academic transcripts. For each of the

pathways, the IHL shall apply for accreditation separately.

If the different pathways for the programmes from the same IHL that bear the same name are not
disclosed on the degree certificate or academic transcripts, a single accreditation decision applies to
all pathways, i.e. the accreditation decision of one pathway will affect the other pathways. A
programme shall be evaluated based on the criteria stipulated in Chapter 3 and expounded in

Appendix B in this standard.

2.4 Procedures of Accreditation of Programs

24.1 Submission of Accreditation Application
An institution seeking accreditation of a programme shall submit to EAC a Request for Accreditation

(RFA). The RFA must be signed by the institution’s Chief Executive Officer (Vice Chancellor) and must

6|Page
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be accompanied by:

a)

b)

Details of the proposed programme including a detailed presentation on the objectives and

relevance of the proposed programme and the proposed curriculum.

Details of faculty members including — Detailed recent curriculum vitae (C.V) and certified
copies of their certificates and testimonials.

Details of the physical training infrastructure, laboratories, workshops, libraries, lecture halls
etc.

Proof of payment for the individual programme at the prescribed fees. The institution will
receive an invoice for fees associated with the accreditation. Payment is due 45 days from

date of the invoice.

All submissions and correspondences to the EAC shall be in English.

An institution shall submit an application for accreditation of a programme not less than six months

prior to the launch of a programme to allow adequate time for evaluation of submissions and

accreditation visits.

The following gives the various types of programmes accreditation, and the deadlines for

applications:

a)

New programme (first-cycle) accreditation: at least six (6) months before the final examination

of the first intake of students.

New-cycle accreditation of accredited programme: at least six (6) months before the expiry

date of the accreditation.

Interim or continuing accreditation: at least six (6) months before the expiry date of the

accreditation or interim period.
Deferred accreditation: latest one (1) year after deferment decision.
Declined accreditation. Not less than one (1) year after declined decision.
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The EAC upon receiving the application by the IHL will decide on the dates of the accreditation visit.
Once the visit dates have been fixed, the programme is given three (3) months prior to the visit to

submit the necessary accreditation documentations as specified in Chapter 4 of this Standard.

The application will be deemed to have been withdrawn, if the documents are not submitted latest
three (3) months before the set dates for the visit. The cut-off period for submission of application for

programme accreditation by IHL is twelve (12) months beyond the year of graduation for any cohort,

if the graduates are to be included in the accreditation decision. Failure to abide with the deadlines

may result in delay or rejection of graduates’ registration with EAC.

2.4.2 Evaluation of Submissions
The EAC shall carry out preliminary examination of the submitted documents to establish that:

a) The submissions are complete in all respects.

b) The submissions meet the minimum requirements with regards to programme curriculum

content and faculty staff establishment.

The EAC shall communicate to the applying institution on the sufficiency or otherwise of the
submissions. If the required information is not provided within a period of three (3) months, it shall

be deemed that the IHL no longer intends to conduct the programme.

243 Initiation and Timing of Accreditation Visit
An accreditation visit to assess or reassess an engineering programme shall be conducted after the

EAC has certified that an institution's submissions are complete and responsive to the EAC's

accreditation criteria.
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24.4 Selection of Visiting Team
The evaluation exercise shall be conducted by three (3) Evaluators per programme, selected from

industry and academia so as to provide balanced perspective and experience to the assessment of

a programme. (both for new cycle accreditation or reaccreditation).

On submission of all required documents, an Evaluation Panel shall be appointed by the EAC.

Members of the Evaluation Panel are selected based on their expertise and standing in the particular

discipline.

The Evaluation Panel needs to be aware of EAC policies and accreditation criteria as outlined in this

Standard. The Evaluation Panel will assess the programme based on the accreditation criteria set

forth in this Standard.

The assessment includes the auditing and confirmation of documents submitted by the IHL. The
Guidelines for Evaluators are useful tools for ensuring that every important aspect of a degree

programme and its delivery are assessed and reported on.

Where a member of the visiting team has an interest in the institution applying for accreditation, that
member shall disclose the fact and shall not take part forthwith in the visit, provided that if the
majority of the members present are of the opinion that the experience or expertise of such member
is vital to the deliberations of the meeting, the visiting team may permit the member to participate in

the deliberations subject to such restrictions as it may impose.

The Institution shall be notified of the visiting team. A request for a replacement on the visiting team

may be made by the institution only for good cause.
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245 Preparation for Accreditation Visit

Two (2) months before the date of an accreditation visit, the Committee Secretariat shall send to the

institution documentation required for the visit. This documentation shall include:
a) a questionnaire to be completed by the institution,
b) details regarding procedures to be followed before, during and after the visit,

¢) documentation required by the visiting team and the and a schedule of the events for the

entire process which concludes with the EAC's accreditation decision report to the institution.

Copies of the questionnaire, with supporting documentation, completed by the institution must be
received by each visiting team member and the Committee Secretariat at least five weeks (5) before
the visit. If adequate documentation is not received as required, the Committee in consultation with

the visiting team chair, shall cancel the visit.

The Evaluation Panel for a programme should meet at least once (either virtual or physical) upon
receiving the accreditation documents, and again on the evening of Dayl before the actual
accreditation visit in order to study and discuss documents, and systematically identify and agree on
any shortcomings prior to the visit. The Evaluation Panel should strategically plan and/or put in
request for supplementary input or Request for Information (RFI) or Request for Clarification (RFC)
from the IHL to fill the gaps before the visit. This request for further information required should be

communicated to the IHL through the EAC.

24.6 Accreditation Visit
The accreditation visit will normally be scheduled for a period of two (2) days for new programme/new
cycle/revisit (in deferment case), or one (1) day for continuing/interim visit. The overall conduct of the

visit shall be managed by the EAC. The visit shall normally include but not limited to the following:

i)  Opening meeting with the IHL Management, Dean of Engineering and the Chairs of the

Departments responsible for the programme(s)
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ii)  Meeting with faculty staff members.

iii)  Meeting with students.

iv)  Meeting with external stakeholders such as alumni, employers, and industry advisors.

v)  Visiting and checking of facilities.

vi)  Checking relevant documents.

vii)  Exit meeting with IHL Management.

viii)  Meetings with all stakeholders are important as this would give an indication of their

involvement in the CQI process of the programme.

ix) A review of recent examination papers, laboratory instruction sheets, student transcripts

(anonymous, if necessary), student reports and theses, models or equipment constructed by

students and other evidence of student performance; and

X)  Evidence of Research undertaken by Academic Staff.

247 Report and Accreditation Decision
The report shall be prepared by evaluators (for new programme and re-accreditation) and shall be

submitted to the EAC within four (4) weeks after the visit. The accreditation decision shall be made

by the Committee based on the result and information gained from the accreditation visit process or

from the reports submitted by the institution at the request of the Committee.

In arriving at an accreditation decision following the visit, the Committee shall consider the

accreditation history, the information included in the completed questionnaire, the visiting report, the

institution's response to the visiting team report, any further clarifying correspondence and any other

relevant information.

The Committee shall make a decision on the application for the accreditation of a programme:
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i) The Committee may grant full accreditation for a period not exceeding five (5) years.

i) In the case where, in the assessment of the Committee, there are areas requiring
improvement, but do not adversely compromise the overall quality of the training, the
Committee may grant a limited-term accreditation (not exceeding two years) provided that the
institution submits an acceptable implementation programme addressing the shortcomings.
The limited accreditation may be extended (to a maximum of five years) subject to receipt of
a report which convinces the EAC that the matters giving rise to its concern have been resolved
adequately. After reviewing the report, the EAC may extend the limited accreditation or may

issue a Notice of Termination of Accreditation.

iii) The Committee may also decline to grant accreditation to a programme where in its
determination, there is significant deficiency in the capacity of an institution to offer the

engineering programme.

248 Communication of accreditation decision
Following the Committee accreditation decision, the institution shall be notified of the decision

through the Dean and the Vice Chancellor. The Dean shall be provided with a comprehensive
explanation for it. The institution will be expected to inform students and staff of the process of

accreditation and of the accreditation status of the programme.

2.4.9 Notice of Termination of accreditation

If the Committee determines that significant weaknesses exist in a currently accredited programme,
a Notice of Termination of Accreditation shall be issued within three (3) months of that determination.
The Notice of Termination of Accreditation shall be copied to the Ministry of Education, Science and
Technology, the Commission of University Education and the Kenya Universities and Colleges Central

Placement Service.

A Notice of the Termination of Accreditation shall specify that the accreditation of the programme is
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extended for a maximum of three years at which time the accreditation is terminated unless the EAC
determines, before that date, that the matters giving rise to its concerns have been resolved
adequately. To determine whether these matters have been resolved an accreditation visit and a
report shall be presented to the EAC.

If the EAC determines that matters giving rise to its concerns have not been resolved adequately, the
accreditation of the programme shall be terminated on the date specified in the Original Notice of
Termination of Accreditation. If the EAC determines that the matters giving rise to its concerns have
been resolved adequately, accreditation shall be extended for an appropriate period and no loss of

accreditation will have occurred.

24.10 Request for an Early Revisit
In the event that an unaccredited programme is denied accreditation, the institution may submit a

request for an early re-visit. This request, accompanied by a description of positive changes that have
been implemented, must be received by the EAC Secretariat within 60 days of the notification to the
institution of the accreditation action of the EAC. If the EAC is satisfied that positive changes of the
substance have been made, a revisit will be scheduled immediately following the decision to deny

accreditation. The Institution applying for a revisit shall bear all the costs associated with the visit.

2411 Formal Review
In the event of a decision by the EAC to terminate the accreditation of a programme or to deny

accreditation to an unaccredited programme, the institution may apply for a formal review of the
EAC's decision. Copies of the document setting out these procedures shall be made available upon

request.

24.12 Informal Evaluation or Visit
If requested by an institution, the EAC will assist to arrange for an informal visit to an unaccredited

programme at an appropriate time in its development. The purpose of the evaluation or visit is to

provide comment and advice to the institution with respect to the programme.
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No undertaking is given by the EAC as to the eventual accreditation of the programme. A report is
presented to the institution and no report is presented to the EAC. The cost of such an evaluation for
the visit, including nominal compensation for the visitors or persons who are asked to carry out

evaluation, is borne by the institution seeking accreditation of its programme(s).

Records and deliberations of the EAC are kept confidential. The list of accredited programmes
maintained by the EAC includes only those programmes that have been accredited by the EAC,
together with the effective dates. The list will be made available on request and will be published in
the annual report of the EAC. Documents describing policies and procedures of the EAC will also be

maintained by the EAC Secretariat and will be made available upon request.

The IHL shall make an application for programme accreditation as per the requirements Chapter 3

and 4 of this Standard to the EAC.

Appendix E shows the process flow chart on Application for Accreditation and Approval of Engineering
Programmes. The accreditation visit shall be deferred if the submitted documents are of
unacceptable quality, or do not follow the required format of chapter 4 of the Standard. In such a

case, the IHL shall resubmit the application.

If the documents submitted follow the required format, but the contents are found to be inadequate,
the IHL shall be required to provide further information, or clarification. If the IHL does not provide

further information in good time for the visit, the EAC may cancel the visit.

24.13 Revisions to an Accredited Programme
The IHL shall update the EAC and CUE of major changes (such as, 30% or more of the curriculum,

location, pathways, programme name or programme duration) that may impact an accredited

programme. Failure to do so may cause the EAC to reconsider the accreditation decision awarded
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earlier. The EAC may then direct the IHL to apply for re-accreditation of the revised programme.

24.14 Publication of Accreditation Status
EAC shall regularly update the list of accredited programmes on the website and use of public notices

from time to time.

2.4.15 Appeal Procedures
The EAC decision is final. However, an IHL may appeal against a decision made by the EAC. The notice

of appeal must be made in writing to the Accreditation Appeals Board within two (2) weeks upon
receiving the decision, stating the basis of the appeal. Appeal documents are to be submitted within

four (4) weeks after the above notice of appeal.

The Appeals Board shall consist of the Chairperson of EBK, Chairman Council of Engineering Deans
and Principals and Chief Executive Officer of EBK and CUE or their nominated representatives. The
Chairperson of EBK or the nominated representative shall be the Chairperson of the Appeals Board.
If necessary, the Appeals Board may appoint a Special Committee, comprising members who are
experienced in the accreditation process, to consider the appeal.

Any expenses incurred shall be borne by the IHL. The decision of the Appeals Board shall be
forwarded to the IHL within three (3) months from the receipt of the complete documents. The

decision of the Appeals Board shall be final.

24.16 Confidentiality
Documents or other information obtained by the Evaluation Panels and EAC members in connection

with the accreditation exercise shall be treated as confidential.

2.4.17 Expenses
The IHL shall bear all costs incurred in carrying out activities related to the approval and accreditation

of a programme.
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2.4.18 Conflict of Interest

Members of the EAC, Evaluators, Appeals Board and EAC staff are expected to be constantly

aware of any conflict of interest. Members shall declare their interest or withdraw from any situation

or activity that may constitute a conflict of interest.
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CHAPTER THREE

3.0 QUALIFYING REQUIREMENTS AND ACCREDITATION CRITERIA

3.1 Qualifying Requirements

The assessment process will involve two parts:

(i) Initial assessment of qualifying requirements.

(ii) Detailed assessment of the programme based on the accreditation criteria.

The qualifying requirements are meant to screen out programmes that do not meet the core

requirements of the assessment criteria. Failure to meet any one of the qualifying requirements will

disqualify the programme from further assessment.

There are eight components of the qualifying requirements and each programme is expected to have

all the components. These components are:

i)  Outcome-based Education (OBE) implementation.

i) A minimum of 3400AUs of which 840 AUs are required for Mathematics and Basic

Sciences, 2100AUs are attributed to Engineering Sciences and Design (including final year

project and industrial attachments) and at least 450AUs Complimentary Studies. The

programme covers 5 academic years. Industrial training must cover a minimum of eight (8)

weeks)

i) Integrated Design Project (IDP)

iv)  Final year project

v)  Industrial training (minimum of 8 weeks)

vi)  Fulltime academic staff (minimum of eight (8) with at least three (3) Professional

Engineers registered with the EBK

vii)  Staff: student ratio 1: 25 or better.

viii)  External examiner/advisor report. (one in every one academic year)
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If the programme has met all the qualifying requirements, a detailed assessment of the programme

based on the accreditation criteria as explained in the following sections will be carried out.

Note: Please refer to Guidelines for Evaluators for further elaboration of the expectation with regard

to this section.
3.2 Accreditation Criteria

An engineering programme shall be assessed by the EAC to enable graduates of the programme to
register as graduate engineers with the EBK. The assessment involves a review of qualifying

requirements of the IHL and an evaluation based on the following criteria:
i)  Criterion 1 - Programme Design
ii)  Criterion 2 - Programme Curriculum Content
iii)  Criterion 3 - Faculty Staff Establishment
iv)  Criterion 4 - Institutions Training Facility and Infrastructure
v)  Criterion 5 - Training Duration

vi)  Criterion 6 - Quality Assurance

321 Criterion 1 - Programme Design
A programme should be intellectually credible, coherent and should meet national needs, needs of

students and other stakeholders. The programme should maintain an appropriate balance of

theoretical, practical and experiential knowledge and skills.

Emphasis is placed on qualitative evaluation of the programme and the overall environment in which

the programme is presented.

Major importance is attached to the quality of the educational experience as reflected by the quality
of the students, the faculty, the support staff, the administration, the laboratories, workshops, library,
the computing facilities and other supporting facilities. The quality of the educational experience is

also reflected by the morale and commitment of faculty, support staff and students.
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The distinctive features, which determine if a course is accredited, are -

iy appropriate depth and breadth of technical content, with emphasis on fundamentals and

inclusion of relevant mathematics and engineering science;

iy  application of scientific and engineering principles to the solution of practical problems of

engineering systems and processes;

iii)  an introduction to good engineering practice and the properties, behaviour, fabrication and

use of relevant materials and components;

iv)  mandatory inclusion of design studies (including manufacturing, reliability, maintainability,
quality assurance as well as economic aspects) as an expression of the practical application

of theory and accumulated experience;
v) emphasis on methods of practical problem solving using the latest technology;

vi)  technical decision making, its commercial and economic implementation; the ability to use
technical information's services; knowledge of government regulations and labour

management as well as other obligations of the engineer to his profession, community and

the environment;

vii)  communication skills and the ability to seek further education and stay up to date with new

developments; and significant industrial involvement.

The Programme's admissions criteria shall be in conformity with the Kenya Universities and Colleges
Central Placement Service established by section 55(1) of the Universities Act 2012.The criteria and

the qualifications shall be as follows:

Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE): The Programmes are for direct entry of qualified
Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) graduate. A KCSE candidate (as per KUCPPS
requirements) should have obtained a minimum aggregate grade of C+, obtained at least a C+ in
English/Kiswahili and a minimum C+ in each of the following subjects: Mathematics, Physics and
Chemistry. The policy for admitting individual students with advanced standing must ensure that the

foregoing requirements for curriculum content are satisfied.
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