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DEANS AND PRINCIPALS REPORT FROM 28™ FEBRUARY - 15T MARCH 2024 AT KYAKA
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INTRODUCTION
The Engineers Board of Kenya is a statutory body established under Section 3(1) of the

Engineers Act 2011. The Board is mandated with the responsibility of regulating standards
in the engineering profession and building capacity for individual engineers and engineering
firms. The Board also registers engineers and engineering firms and regulates their conduct
for improved performance of the engineering profession.

The Board has been carrying out accreditation of engineering programmes since the
enactment of the Engineers Act 2011. However, following the court ruling on matters of
accreditation of professional programmes, the Commission of University Education was
awarded the mandate for accreditation of all university programmes. During its 185t
meeting, the Board resolved to conduct independent reviews of all applications for
recognition of engineering programmes that it had received from various universities. The
Board has so far recognised 32 programmes across 9 universities.

Council of Engineering Deans & Principals
The Council of Engineering Deans & Principals is an association of deans of schools, faculties

and colleges offering Bachelor of engineering degree programmes. The Association was
established in 2014 to address common challenges experienced in engineering education
including bridging the gap between the industry and academia, foster the partnerships and
collaborations between EBK and Universities in engineering training, capacity building and
address emerging issues in engineering education. These goals are achieved through
peering and information sharing among the local and international heads of engineering
faculties. The Council is affiliated to the Global Engineering Deans Council (GEDC) and the
Africa Engineering Deans Council (AEDC).

One of the Board'’s strategic objectives of the Board is to accede to Washington Accord by
2025. The Washington Accord is an international agreement between bodies responsible for
accrediting engineering degree programmes. The Accord outlines the mutual recognition,
between the participating bodies, of accredited engineering degree programmes. It also
establishes and benchmarks the standard for professional engineering education across
those bodies. Joining Washington Accord will enhance mobility of engineers and facilitate
trade of engineering services under Africa Continental Free Trade Area. The country is
expected to realize many benefits including export of high value engineering jobs, exporting
engineering services and attracting international students thus earning foreign exchange for

the country.

In preparation for joining Washington Accord, the Board and the Council of Engineering
Deans and Principals met from 28" February 2024 to 1st March 2024. They considered
among other things: -
a) Reviewed and adopted accreditation standards for EE aligned to WA.
b) Reviewed CUE codebook and developed standardized nomenclature for engineering
programs.
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c) Noted that the Board had received petitions from over 500 graduates from
unaccredited programs who expressed willingness to attend remedial programmes
to register as graduate engineers. Accordingly, they reviewed selected unaccredited
programs and identified gaps. Resolved to design bridging programs which will be
delivered by Kenya School of Engineering in partnership with participating universities
for roll out by 1st July 2024.

d) Noting that there was shortage faculty who are PEs, the Board has designed
accelerated training programmes to support transition of GEs to PEs among lecturers
(GEIP academia model)

e) To address acute shortage of teaching equipment in laboratories, agreed to pursue
collaborative framework between universities and industry to undertake applied
research projects.

This workshop emerged as a proactive response to critical challenges facing the engineering
education sector. The agenda encompassed multifaceted dimensions, from a
comprehensive review of accreditation standards and degree programmes nomenclature by
the Commission for University Education to charting a strategic roadmap for bridging
postgraduate diploma courses and addressing deficiencies in the registration of Bachelor of
Technology students. Moreover, it provided a unique platform to deliberate on the essential
Articles of Association governed by the Council of Engineering Deans and Principals.

The three days’ workshop aspired to be a melting pot of innovative ideas, constructive
dialogues, and collaborative initiatives to foster an environment where challenges transform

into opportunities for growth and advancement.

2.0 OBIJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP
The overall objectives of the workshop were to discuss the following: -
a) Review Accreditation Standards
b) Review nomenclature for degree programmes by the Commission for University
Education.
c) Prepare the roadmap for bridging/ PGD courses to address deficiencies / B. Tech
conversion to B. Eng./BSc.
d) Review the Articles of Association for Council of Engineering Deans and Principals.
3.0 PARTICIPANTS FROM UNIVERSITIES
S. | NAME OF DEAN/ REPRESENTATIVE UNIVERSITY
NO
1.| Eng. Benard W. Ikua, PE Chairman (COEDP)
2.| Eng. Prof. Simiyu Sitati, PE Vice Chair (COEDP)
3.| Eng. Martin Nzomo, PE Secretary
4.| Eng. Dr. David Kamau, PE | Assistant Secretary
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5.| Eng. Prof. Alex Muumbo, PE (Representing | Treasurer
Eng. Bernadette Sabuni, PE
6.| Eng. Julius Butime, PE Strathmore University
7.| Eng. Dr. Peter Musau, PE South Eastern Kenya University
8.| Eng. Dr. Charles Kabubo, PE Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture &
Technology
9.| Eng. Prof. Cleophas M. Maende, PE Technical University of Kenya
10 Dr. Evans Ataro | Technical University of Kenya
11 Eng. Prof. Japheth Onyando, PE | Egerton University
12 Eng. Prof. Abel Mayaka, PE Multimedia University of Kenya
13 Eng. Dr. Fidelis Kilonzo, PE Kenyatta University
14 Eng. Dr. Christopher Muriithi Maina, PE Murang'a University of Technology
15 Eng. Sameer Kamrudin Bachani, PE Technical University of Mombasa
16 Eng. Charles Mwaniki, PE Machakos University

4.0 SUMMARY OF DELIBERATIONS

4.1 Overview of Engineering Education Opportunities and Challenges
The presentation done by Eng. Prof Bernard W. Ikua highlighted the following: -

a) The background of engineering education in Kenya

b) Status of engineering schools.

c) Enhancing quality in engineering education through research and innovation,
presenting engineering schools as problem solvers to industry, create strong links
with industry - strengthen industry liaison units as well as form inter faculty consortia
and bid for projects

d) Staffing remains a challenge following rapid expansion of universities, and there is
need to enhance staffing to meet the quality standards.

e) The need to establish consortia for writing proposals for research grants and Include
infrastructure component in research proposals.

4.2 Review of Accreditation standards in line with Washington Accord.
The presentation highlighted the following key points; -

a) The IEA requirements for the criteria for Admission to Provisional Signatory Status i.e.,
principles of operational accreditation system with documented procedures and
practices

b) The Board key milestones in acceding to the Washington Accord such as:-

i.  Joining WFEO as an affiliate member
ii.  Workshops and trainings of WA taskforce members and the independent
review teams.
ii. Drafting of instruments to establish the EAC
iv.  Appointment of assessors
v. Development of draft standards
c) The roadmap to acceding to the Washington Accord
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d) Qualifying requirements and accreditation criteria
e) The Expression of interest that was to be sent out to all 15. No universities offering

engineering programmes recognized by the Board.

4.3 Review of Nomenciature of Engineering Degree Programmes.

The following were highlighted: -
a) Classification of Academic Programs is based on the premise that academic

programs should be organized and delivered in a structured and systematic manner.
b) The benefits of the Codebook in Kenya, e.g., quality assurance, consistency, mobility
as well as common language.

4.4 Proposed Amendments 1o Articles of Association.
The following were the discussions and amendments to the Articles of Association
Constitution and Rule
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